


The world was told that February 12, 2026, would be the day Bangladesh finally 
breathed the air of "true democracy." After eighteen months of an unelected interim 
administration led by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, the international community 
was promised a transition back to constitutional order. Instead, what the world 
witnessed was a meticulously staged spectacle, a ghost election designed to 
formalize a power grab under the guise of a "Gen Z uprising."

While the Yunus-backed Election Commission (EC) aggressively peddles a narrative of 
"robust" participation, claiming a voter turnout of approximately 59.4%, the reality on 
the ground tells a story of deserted polling stations and a disenfranchised populace. 
Independent observers and local reports suggest a staggering discrepancy, with 
actual turnout likely languishing between 10% and 13%. This was not an election; it 
was a coronation conducted in a vacuum.

To understand the depth of the deception, one must look at the structural impossibility 
of the official figures. The Yunus administration claims that nearly 60% of the 127 
million eligible voters participated. Yet, this election saw the forced exclusion of the 
Bangladesh Awami League, the countryʼs oldest and largest political organization.

How does a nation achieve a "higher" turnout than many previous competitive 
elections while barring the very party that represents nearly half the traditional 
electorate? The logic is as hollow as the ballot boxes. Awami League supporters, 
numbering in the tens of millions, did not go to the polls. Supporters of various smaller 
parties, sensing the pre-determined outcome, also stayed home.

In a transparent attempt to manufacture legitimacy, the interim government combined 
the parliamentary vote with a referendum on the so-called "July National Charter." This 
was a tactical masterstroke of manipulation. By conflating a complex constitutional 
overhaul with a general election, the administration sought to inflate the "Yes" votes to 
mimic general public approval. However, the numbers don't add up. In constituencies 
like Rajshahi-4, reports have surfaced of turnout figures exceeding 200%, a statistical 
miracle that only occurs when the results are written before the first ballot is cast.
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The exclusion of the Awami League was not a legal necessity; it was a political hit. By 
suspending the registration of the party, the interim government ensured that the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and its right-wing allies, like Jamaat-e-Islami, 
could walk into Parliament unopposed. This was an "engineered" outcome designed 
to replace one dominant force with another, all while Yunus plays the role of the 
benevolent philosopher-king.

Democracy is defined by the right to choose, but on February 12, the choice was 
stripped away from the Bangladeshi people. When a major political force is barred, the 
remaining contest becomes a farce. The supporters of the Awami League did not 
merely "stay away"; they were systematically erased from the democratic process.

Muhammad Yunus has long been a darling of the West, and he is now weaponizing 
that reputation to gaslight the international community. His administration is engaged 
in a desperate propaganda campaign, feeding curated images of "festive" queues to 
international outlets while the streets of Dhaka and beyond remained eerily silent.

The Yunus governmentʼs strategy is simple: repeat a lie often enough until it becomes 
"official data." By claiming 59.4% turnout, they seek to signal to the US, the EU, and the 
UN that the "new Bangladesh" has the mandate of the people. But a mandate cannot 
be built on the exclusion of the opposition. When the Chief Adviser declares this the 
"birthday of a new Bangladesh," he is actually presiding over the funeral of pluralism.

This exclusion creates a dangerous precedent. By allowing the interim government to 
decide who is "fit" to contest, the international community is endorsing a model of 
"managed democracy" that is far more reminiscent of an autocracy than the liberal 
values Yunus claims to uphold. The ordinary citizens of Bangladesh, who are currently 
grappling with soaring inflation and economic instability, are the ultimate victims. They 
have traded a voice for a "charter" they barely understand and an election they didn't 
attend.
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The most tragic element of this engineered election is the silence, or worse, the 
complicity, of international observers. While the Commonwealth and EU missions have 
issued preliminary statements calling the polls "credible" and "peaceful," one must 
ask: what were they looking at? Even when they visited polling centers in Dhaka, there 
were no signs of voters - Kalerkantha (News Outlate) reported. 

Peace is easy to maintain in a cemetery. The lack of violence on election day was not 
a sign of democratic health; it was a symptom of a non-contest. There is no need for 
ballot-snatching when the opposition isn't on the ballot. There is no need for voter 
intimidation when the voters have already been told their preferred candidates are 
"terrorists" or "fugitives." By accepting the 59% turnout figure at face value, 
international bodies are rewarding Yunus for his ability to stage-manage a crisis. They 
are ignoring the 90% of the country that looked at the February 12 polls and saw 
nothing but a fraudulent exercise in vanity.

The Suffering of the Ordinary Citizen
Beyond the high-stakes political theater lies the grim reality of the Bangladeshi people. 
The Yunus administrationʼs obsession with "reforming" the state has come at the cost 
of governing it. While the Chief Adviser focuses on his international image, the 
domestic economy is in shambles. Democracy is the safety valve of a nation. By 
sealing that valve through an engineered election, Yunus is inviting a future explosion. 
When people feel they cannot change their government through the ballot box, 
because the ballot box is a prop in a play, they eventually seek change through other, 
more volatile means.

Yunus is deliberately keeping the people of Bangladesh away from the very 
democracy he once championed. He has exchanged his Nobel-winning empathy for 
the cold, hard tools of political engineering. If the world continues to believe the fiction 
of 59% turnout, it will be complicit in the slow-motion collapse of a nation of 170 million 
people.

A Legacy of Deception
The February 12 election will be remembered not as a "historic test," but as a historic 
heist. Muhammad Yunus has successfully orchestrated a transition that looks like a 
democracy on a spreadsheet but feels like a dictatorship on the street.
The international media must look past the "Gen Z" branding and the academic 
jargon of the "July Charter." They must ask the hard questions:
● Where were the 40 million Awami League voters?
● Why were polling stations in the heart of Dhaka empty for hours while the EC 
reported record numbers?
● How can a "referendum" yield 244% turnout in rural districts without being 
flagged as fraud?
The mask of the "interim" government has fallen. Underneath is a regime that fears 
the people it claims to serve. Muhammad Yunus may have convinced the world of his 
"success," but the empty polling booths of Bangladesh tell a much darker, much 
more honest story. The people of Bangladesh deserved a choice; instead, they were 
given a spectacle. And for that, they will suffer for years to come.

The International Communityʼs Blind Spot






