The Death of Democracy Dhaka

Muhammad Yunus and the Farce of February 12 Election
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The international community often views Nobel laureates through a lens of deified reverence,
assuming that a Peace Prize in the pocket equates to a democrat in the soul. But in
Bangladesh, that illusion has shattered. On February 12, 2026, the world witnessed not a
"democratic reset," but a meticulously choreographed execution of the very concept of
popular will. Under the cold, academic stewardship of Muhammad Yunus, Bangladesh has
exchanged a flawed democracy for a sanitized autocracy, draped in the robes of "reform" and
enforced by the threat of the mob.
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. How Gen Z uprising cleared
the way for the old guards

While the Yunus-controlled Election Commission boasts of a "peaceful" vote, the reality is far
more sinister. This was an election of the few, by the few, and for the few, a procedural sham
that disenfranchised a third of the electorate to install a government that had already been
hand-picked in the backrooms of the "interim" administration.

The Exclusionary Trap: A One-Sided "Mandate"

The most glaring indictment of February 12 is the forced absence of the Awami League (AL).
By administratively banning the nation's historically largest political organization and keeping
its leadership in exile or behind bars, the Yunus administration didn't just tip the scales; it
burned the scale to the ground.

Imagine an election in the United Kingdom where the Labour Party is banned, or an American
vote where the Republicans are barred from the ballot. The global outcry would be deafening.
Yet, in Dhaka, Yunus has managed to sell this exclusion as "civilizational progress."

The data tells the true story of this democratic vacuum. While the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) claims a "sweeping victory," securing 212 of 300 seats, they were effectively running
against ghosts and hand-picked "allies" like the student-led National Citizen Party (NCP). For
the millions of traditional secular voters, the choice was simple: stay home or endorse a
regime that has spent 18 months dismantling the country’s secular fabric. This was not an
election; it was a coronation in an empty room.

CONSTITUTION NO SAFETY NO DEMOCRACY
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The "Micro-Manager" of Macro-Failure

While the interim government spent its energy on political engineering and "cleansing" state
institutions of dissent, the backbone of the nation, its economy, was left to rot. For fifteen
years, Bangladesh was the "Rising Tiger" of South Asia, with GDP growth peaking at 8%.
Under the Yunus administration, that tiger has been declawed and starved.

The economic numbers are a stinging rebuke to the "microcredit pioneer":

Inflation as a Tax on the Poor: General inflation soared to 10.2% in 2025, with
food prices hitting decade highs. Under Yunus, the average Bangladeshi saw
their purchasing power evaporate while the administration focused on
constitutional semantics.

Data Integrity Crisis: In January 2026, the IMF gave Bangladesh’'s GDP
statistics a 'C' rating, the second-lowest grade, highlighting a "touted
development narrative" that lacks transparency and adequacy.

The Jobless Uprising: Despite the "Gen Z" branding of the revolution,
graduate unemployment remains at a staggering 13.5%, with over 84% of the
labor force trapped in precarious, informal work.

The "poverty-alleviation" expert has presided over a period where the cost of living reached
its highest point in a decade, and the radical reduction of the Annual Development Programme
(from Taka 230,000 crore to 200,000 crore) signaled a government in retreat from its own
people.

coan BEE M From Boom To Bust: The Collapse Of The Economy In Bangladesh Under The
Interim Government
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A New Era of State-Sponsored Extremism

Perhaps the most terrifying legacy of the Yunus era is the rehabilitation of radicalism. By
banning the secular opposition, Yunus has handed the keys of the kingdom to an increasingly
competitive Islamist challenge led by Jamaat-e-Islami.

ER e E

Mob violence originated from

\l/ g .
M. Interim Government Paving
{l._") within interim govt: TIB

the Way for Islamic Radicalism

Mob Rule Replaced Law: Human rights groups documented at least
124 deaths in mob attacks between June and August 2025 alone.

Targeted Purges: Over 150,000 citizens have been detained or sued
based on political affiliation since the 2024 uprising.

The Death of Neutrality: The International Crimes Tribunal (ICT),
once a tool for justice, was repurposed to sentence political rivals
like Sheikh Hasina to death in absentia, trials that Human Rights
Watch noted "lack important due process protections."

The Referendum of Smoke and Mirrors

Alongside the parliamentary vote, Yunus pushed through a referendum on his "July Charter,"
an 84-point overhaul of the nation's core. But how can a citizen genuinely vote for "judicial
independence" in a country where the courts are currently used as tools for political purges?
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244 % Turnout? Referendum Results Spark Serious
Questions Over Election Figures

The reported 60.26% turnout for the referendum invites deep skepticism. In a climate of fear
where student-led paramilitary wings like the National Citizen Party (NCP) "monitored" polling
stations, the act of voting became an act of coercion rather than conviction.

The statistical anomalies of the day are mathematically impossible. According to official
figures, between 11:00 AM and 12:00 PM on election day, the turnout allegedly jumped from
roughly 15% to nearly 33%. This implies that 22 million ballots were cast in a single hour, an
average of 381,339 votes per minute across the country. To believe this, one must believe
every polling center in Bangladesh processed a voter every five seconds, without pause, for
sixty minutes. In reality, independent observers reported empty streets and ghost stations.

This was an industrial-scale manipulation of numbers, intended to provide a thin veneer of
legitimacy to a charter the public never debated. By using guiding symbols on the ballot, like
placing a "tick" next to the Yes box, Yunus didn't hold a referendum; he held a psychological
operation.

The Verdict: A Soft Coup with a Nobel Face

The February 12 election was not a victory for democracy; it was a funeral for it. Muhammad
Yunus may have been a darling of the West in the 1990s, but in 2026, he is the architect of a
fractured, exclusionary, and economically stagnant state.

He has presided over an election without an opposition, an economy without growth, and a
"reform" process without consensus. The international community must stop nodding politely
at the Nobel laureate and start looking at the data. A government born of exclusion,
maintained through political persecution, and validated by a one-sided ballot cannot claim
legitimacy. Bangladesh hasn't been "liberated"; it has been hijacked.
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~ Bangladesh 2026 Election Overview

Turnout Data, Revisions & Public Questions
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Turnout: Official vs Disputed
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Alternative Estimates (Lower Disputed Range)

L > 100%
Different sources report varying participation estimates.

Rajshahi-4: From 244% to 72%

Initial Report | Public Attention Revised Figure
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Figure later corrected in official reporting.

Constituencies Under Scrutiny
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Ballot Design Debate Registered Voters Breakdown
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Does design inﬂn;nce voter psychology?

Registered Participated Did Not Participate

—— Key Questions ————

e Data Accuracy?
 Equal Competition?
s Public Trust?

Democracy depends not only on voting — but on confidence in the vote.
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