


Executive Summary
Serious allegations of corruption involving prosecutors and investigators at 
Bangladeshʼs International Crimes Tribunal (ICT-BD) have raised significant 
concerns regarding the credibility and integrity of its proceedings.

A recent investigative report by journalist David Bergman — based on joint 
investigations by Prothom Alo and Netra News — alleges that a former ICT 
prosecutor sought bribes in connection with a high-profile case.

These revelations add to earlier corruption allegations raised within the tribunal 
against former chief prosecutor Tajul Islam and prosecutor Gazi Monowar 
Hossain Tamim by fellow prosecutor BM Sultan Mahmud.

If substantiated, these allegations could undermine public confidence not only 
in ongoing trials but also in previous convictions handled by the tribunal.

Background
The investigation centres on former ICT prosecutor Saimum Reza Talukder.

According to the investigative report, Talukder allegedly told the family of 
detained Fazle Karim Chowdhury — a Member of Parliament from the 
Bangladesh Awami League — that money would be required to secure bail.

The report further alleges that Talukder told the family that they would also need 
to pay an ICT investigation officer and claimed that the officer had already 
received bribes from Muniria Jubo Tabligh, an Islamist group campaigning for 
Chowdhuryʼs prosecution.

These claims raise serious questions regarding the integrity of both 
prosecutorial and investigative processes within the tribunal.



Why These Allegations Matter
The International Crimes Tribunal has handled numerous politically and 
historically significant cases.

If corruption exists among prosecutors or investigators,
it could potentially affect:

Key Questions Raised
The allegations raise several critical questions:

If prosecutors were allegedly willing to accept bribes for bail, could other 
prosecutorial decisions have been influenced by corruption?

How credible can the investigative process be if investigators themselves 
may have accepted bribes?

Can the integrity of tribunal proceedings remain intact if key actors 
responsible for investigation and prosecution are implicated in corruption?

To what extent can previous convictions be relied upon if the integrity of 
the process itself is in doubt?

The credibility of any legal institution depends not only on its legal authority 
but also on the integrity and transparency of its procedures.
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Recommended Government Actions

Conclusion

1. Immediate Removal of Suspect Officials

To safeguard the credibility and legitimacy of the justice process,
the government should urgently consider the following measures:

A fundamental principle of justice remains clear:

Justice must not only be done — it must also be seen to be done.

Transparent investigations, accountability for wrongdoing, and institutional 
reforms are essential to restoring confidence in the justice processes of the 
International Crimes Tribunal Bangladesh.

All prosecutors and investigators against whom credible allegations have been 
raised should be removed from their positions pending investigation.

2. Suspension of Ongoing Proceedings
All trials currently underway before the tribunal should be temporarily 
suspended until corruption allegations are fully examined.

3. Halt Executions and Enforcement of Sentences
The government should halt the enforcement of sentences in cases where 
implicated prosecutors or investigators were involved.

4. Independent and Internationally Assisted Investigation
A comprehensive and independent investigation should be conducted, 
potentially with international legal assistance, to determine the scope and 
credibility of the allegations.

5. Review of Affected Convictions
If misconduct is confirmed, convictions linked to compromised officials should 
be reviewed to prevent miscarriages of justice.




