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Summary

Bangladesh has fallen to 179th out of 190 countries in the World Bank's Women, Business
and the Law 2026 report, continuing a downward trend from recent years. Despite earlier
gains in female labour force participation, education and entrepreneurship, the country
now ranks among the lowest in South Asia. The report highlights weaknesses in legal
protections, institutional support and policy implementation, raising concerns that
progress in women's economic empowerment has stalled amid persistent barriers such
as limited access to finance, workplace insecurity and inadequate enforcement of
existing laws.
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South Asia Comparison

:!'JUUNTRY RANKING

India 129
Nepal 130
Bhutan 139
Sri Lanka 159
Pakistan 163
Bangladesh 179
Afghanistan 190

Bangladesh now ranks
second from the bottom
in South Asia.
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Bangladesh has dropped to
out of 190 countries

in the World Bank's

Women, Business and the Law

2026 report.
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Progress That Once Existed

Female labour force participation
increased from approximately 26-27%
(2009) to 36-37% (2019-20)

Women made up over 80% of the
ready-made garment workforce

Significant improvements in
girls' education

Growth in women-led
entrepreneurship

Expanded access to microcredit
and digital finance.
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Major Challenges Facing Women

Limited access
to bank loans

Lack of collateral
and asset ownership

Workplace
Insecurity

Sexual
harassment

Cyber

violence ; /

Limited influence ,f‘

in economic @%;q ]
decision-making 4 = I/

Economic Cost of Gender Inequality

Y The World Bank
B9 estimates that
" reducing gender
disparities in the
labour market could
increase GDP by

Women's economic
inclusion is therefore
both a social and
economic imperative.
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The Key Challenge Ahead

Bangladesh has fallen to 179th out of 190 countries in the World Bank's Women, Business
and the Law 2026 report, continuing a downward trend from recent years. Despite earlier
gains in female labour force participation, education and entrepreneurship, the country
now ranks among the lowest in South Asia. The report highlights weaknesses in legal
protections, institutional support and policy implementation, raising concerns that
progress in women's economic empowerment has stalled amid persistent barriers such
as limited access to finance, workplace insecurity and inadequate enforcement of
existing laws.
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