


May 2026 was marked by a significant deterioration in public safety, law enforcement 
effectiveness, and social stability across Bangladesh. Data compiled by the 
Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundation (MSF) and reports from across the country 
indicate rising levels of mob violence, sexual violence, criminal activity, and public health 
challenges.

During the month, 69 incidents of mob violence resulted in 32 deaths and 71 injuries, 
representing the highest monthly toll recorded in the past six months. At the same time, 
53 unidentified bodies were recovered nationwide, raising concerns among human rights 
observers.

Violence against women and children also increased. MSF documented 326 incidents 
involving women and children, including 78 reported rapes, 16 gang rapes, and six 
rape-murders involving child victims. Several high-profile cases generated widespread 
public concern and protests.

Bangladesh also faced an ongoing measles outbreak, with hundreds of child deaths 
reported since mid-March. More than 73,000 children reportedly showed symptoms of 
infection, placing additional pressure on the country's healthcare system.

Law enforcement agencies were themselves increasingly targeted, with multiple attacks 
on police and security personnel reported during anti-crime operations. Criminal groups, 
extortion networks, and local mobs continued to challenge state authority in several 
areas.

The month also saw continuing debate over political freedoms, arrests, detention 
practices, and the effectiveness of state institutions. Human rights organizations and civil 
society groups raised concerns about accountability, public security, and access to 
justice.

This report examines the major developments of May 2026, including public security, 
violence against women and children, attacks on law enforcement, public health 
challenges, and broader governance concerns, to provide a comprehensive overview of 
conditions in Bangladesh during the month.




















